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How to Support 

students with autism 

in the classroom



“
Respect for all learners

“(Competency 6”)



 What is autism?

https://www.google.com/search?q=autism+png&tbm=isch
&ved=2ahUKEwip14_6g5jtAhWQlJ4KHaWoCNwQ2-cCegQI
ABAA&oq=autism+png&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzICCAAyAggAM
gIIADICCAAyBggAEAUQHjIGCAAQBRAeMgYIABAFEB4yBggA
EAUQHjIGCAAQBRAeMgYIABAFEB46BAgAEEM6BwgAELEDE
ENQ-yhY8DZgxzloAHAAeACAAWSIAYwCkgEDMy4xmAEAoAE
BqgELZ3dzLXdpei1pbWfAAQE&sclient=img&ei=n1W7X-mL
KpCp-gSl0aLgDQ&bih=639&biw=1022#imgrc=7gRz60S5nux
GuM (“What is autism”)



“
Change your aim

https://www.google.com/search?q=bowling+png&tbm=isc
h&ved=2ahUKEwj-jaeWg5jtAhXEnZ4KHRbOAGYQ2-cCegQI
ABAA&oq=bowling+png&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzICCAAyAggA
MgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADIGCAAQBRAeMgYIABAFEB4yBg
gAEAUQHjIGCAAQBRAeOgQIABBDOgUIABCxA1Do0AJYoN4
CYLffAmgAcAB4AIABZogB7wOSAQM2LjGYAQCgAQGqAQtn
d3Mtd2l6LWltZ8ABAQ&sclient=img&ei=zlS7X_7uFcS7-gSW
nIOwBg&bih=639&biw=1022#imgrc=gku3aO__Ss6REM (SSHRC-CRSH, 2016)



Autism in the classroom

★ Strengths/weaknesses

★ Sensory triggers

★ Regulating behaviours

★ Repetition

★ Social situations

★ Communication

(“30 things all teachers”)



Field experience

https://www.google.com/search?q=sensory+rooms+in+
elementary+schools&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiE3Y7Al5z
tAhVIlp4KHfVMA5oQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=sens&gs_lcp=Cg
NpbWcQARgAMgQIABBDMgcIABCxAxBDMgQIABBDMgQI
ABBDMgIIADIFCAAQsQMyBQgAELEDMgIIADIFCAAQsQMy
BQgAELEDOggIABCxAxCDAVCq2wZY7eoGYO75BmgBcAB
4AIABT4gB_AKSAQE1mAEAoAEBqgELZ3dzLXdpei1pbWf
AAQE&sclient=img&ei=_YK9X8TqKsis-gT1mY3QCQ&bih=
639&biw=974#imgrc=-hiYfC8O60anLM

https://www.google.com/search?q=sensory+rooms+in+
elementary+schools&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiE3Y7Al5z
tAhVIlp4KHfVMA5oQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=sens&gs_lcp=Cg
NpbWcQARgAMgQIABBDMgcIABCxAxBDMgQIABBDMgQI
ABBDMgIIADIFCAAQsQMyBQgAELEDMgIIADIFCAAQsQMy
BQgAELEDOggIABCxAxCDAVCq2wZY7eoGYO75BmgBcAB
4AIABT4gB_AKSAQE1mAEAoAEBqgELZ3dzLXdpei1pbWf
AAQE&sclient=img&ei=_YK9X8TqKsis-gT1mY3QCQ&bih=
639&biw=974#imgrc=1dvAxXqDoRDPjM



Autism in the classroom (conversations)

▸ Routine/structure
○ No surprises

▸ Visuals
▸ Know each student
▸ Alternative spaces

○ Sensory room, library
▸ Talking

(Badke, A. Tedford, personal communication, November 2, 2020)

(Efford, K. Tedford, personal communication, October 29, 2020)

(Guigon, E. Tedford, personal communication, October 28, 2020)



Autism in the classroom (conversations)

Triggers
▸ Change in routine
▸ Noises
▸ Light/darkness
▸ Gym
▸ Choices

Challenges
▸ Speech
▸ Boundaries
▸ Social situations

https://www.google.com/search?q=autism+and+light+se
nsitivity&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD
5_vH4pztAhUUNn0KHd0pAFQQ_AUoAXoECBEQAw&biw=
1103&bih=639#imgrc=C07JvrIXbTUc0M

https://www.google.com/search?q=choice&tbm=isch&v
ed=2ahUKEwj-qPD64pztAhWHn54KHemnA_0Q2-cCegQIA
BAA&oq=cboic&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQARgAMgYIABAKEBgyB
ggAEAoQGDIGCAAQChAYOgQIABBDOggIABCxAxCDAToFC
AAQsQM6AggAOgQIABAYUMLnAVjP9AFgt4ACaAFwAHgAg
AFMiAGaA5IBATaYAQCgAQGqAQtnd3Mtd2l6LWltZ8ABAQ
&sclient=img&ei=HdK9X76mJIe_-gTpz47oDw&bih=639&
biw=1103#imgrc=wIs4mVaEmGI39M&imgdii=pqqBbLXTP
CGvNM

https://www.google.com/search?q=children+with+autis
m+social+situations&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiXzrq445z
tAhWUhZ4KHS1EAskQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=children+with+
autism+social+situations&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzoCCAA6B
ggAEAgQHlCDmQFYjroBYLy7AWgAcAB4AIABtQGIAdMJkg
EEMTYuMZgBAKABAaoBC2d3cy13aXotaW1nwAEB&sclien
t=img&ei=ntK9X5eHLZSL-gStiInIDA&bih=639&biw=1103#
imgrc=TKqqnPl7yk3UAM

(Badke, A. Tedford, personal communication, November 2, 2020)

(Efford, K. Tedford, personal communication, October 29, 2020)

(Guigon, E. Tedford, personal communication, October 28, 2020)
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https://www.google.com/search?q=autism+and+light+sensitivity&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD5_vH4pztAhUUNn0KHd0pAFQQ_AUoAXoECBEQAw&biw=1103&bih=639#imgrc=C07JvrIXbTUc0M
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My Inquiry

◆ Over the term…

◆ Relevance to future teaching

◆ What’s next?!

https://www.google.com/search?q=inquiry&tbm=isc
h&ved=2ahUKEwjSoMHE45ztAhVJlp4KHds9DukQ2-c
CegQIABAA&oq=inquiry&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzIECAA
QQzIECAAQQzIECAAQQzIHCAAQsQMQQzIECAAQQzIC
CAAyAggAMgIIADICCAAyAggAOgUIABCxA1D21ghYqe
wIYMztCGgAcAB4AIABYogBsASSAQE3mAEAoAEBqgE
LZ3dzLXdpei1pbWfAAQE&sclient=img&ei=uNK9X9Jk
yaz6BNv7uMgO&bih=639&biw=1103#imgrc=wAmwF
EiAgEq51M&imgdii=BmEFSbfRc1nGoM
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Thank you!


